


SPECIAL USE PERMIT STANDARDS 

Special permit uses are those that have some special impact or unique form which require a 
careful case by case review of their location, design, configuration, and impact to determine, 
against fixed standards, the desirability of permitting their establishment on any particular site. 

� When considering a request for a special use permit, the Board shall take into 
consideration the following: 

[1] Whether the use is listed as a permitted special use in the 
appropriate zoning district. 

[2] Will not have an undue adverse effect upon adjacent property, the 
character of the neighborhood and surrounding areas, traffic 
conditions, parking, utility facilities or other matters affecting the 
public health, safety, welfare or convenience. 

[3] Operations in connection with the proposed use will not be more 
objectionable to nearby properties by reason of noise, fumes, 
vibration, illumination, etc., than the operations of any permitted use 
not requiring a special use permit. 

[4] Will be served adequately by essential public facilities and 
services or that the applicant will be responsible for providing 
such services.

[1]  DESCRIPTION OF USE   
(Describe the proposed use): 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

� For commercial establishments, please complete the following: 
a) Number of customers per day:                          ___________ 
b) Number of employees:                  ___________ 
c) Days/Hours of operation:       _________________________________________
d) Hours of deliveries:   _________________________________________
e) Frequency of deliveries:   ___Less than once a month     ___Monthly

___Biweekly    ___Weekly    ___Several times a week    ___Daily 
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Please see attached cover letter, description of new equipment functions, and drawings.
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[2]  CHARACTER OF NEIGHBORHOOD    
(Please provide evidence/information, which demonstrates that the proposed use will 
not substantially impact the nature and character of the surrounding neighborhood): 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

[3] OBJECTIONABLE USES     
(Please explain how the proposed use will not have a substantial or undue adverse 
effect upon adjacent property, the character of the neighborhood, traffic conditions, 
parking/double parking, utility facilities, and other matters affecting the public health, 
safety, and general welfare): 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

[4]  OBJECTIONABLE USES       
(Please explain why your proposed use will not be more objectionable than would a use 
permitted by the Zoning Ordinance.  Specifically, will your proposed use create any nuisances 
by generating noise, odors/fumes, and glare from lighting): 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

[5] ADEQUATE SERVICE OF FACILITIES   
(Please demonstrate to the Board that the proposed use will be adequately served by storm 
drainage, water, sanitary sewers, off-street parking, access to city streets to handle projected 
traffic volumes, fire and police protection, schools, and refuse disposal, as these services are 
relevant to your project): 
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
Revised 2/14/12

The surrounding area consists of the general industrial uses of the tenants at the Port of Albany.  There are no 
residential uses in close proximity to the Port of Albany.  Current industrial uses at the Port site now include 
major fuel storage facilities, grain storage, another adjacent scrap metals recycling facility, railroad and ship 
freight handling, commercial fumigation, and solid waste management.  The proposed metal shredding and 
downstream plant operations are consistent with the character of the existing uses at the Port of Albany.

Since the proposed metal shredding and downstream plant is consistent with the surrounding uses, which 
include existing scrap mental recycling operations, it will not have a substantial impact on the adjacent 
properties.  Further, the increased inbound and output material flows through the Port of Albany are 
consistent with the City of Albany Local Waterfront Revitalization Program objective of further developing the 
Port of Albany as a center of commerce and industry that supports waterborne transportation of cargo.  The 
Facility will not have a significant impact on traffic conditions because of the proximity of the Port of Albany to 
the I-787 expressway.  Approximately 100 vehicle trips per day of scrap metal are expected to be received each 
day.

The Facility is considered a permitted special use within the M-1 zoning district as either a recycling facility or 
junkyard.  Permitted uses within the M-1 General Industrial District include such uses heavy manufacturing and 
docks.  Docks, as well as M-1 special permit uses such as junkyards (as the term is defined in the Code), recycling 
facilities, and solid waste management facilities, are present in the immediate area at the Port of Albany.  The 
proposed facility will not create any nuisances inconsistent with the currently present M-1 uses at the Port of 
Albany.  No significant fumes or odors will be generated during facility operations.  Facility noise will be 
consistent with noise associated with local truck traffic and machine shop operations.  Outdoor lighting will be 
consistent with outdoor lighting present at adjacent properties.

The facility will require no public services not already present at the Site.  The project will provide no impact to 
the percentage of impervious surfaces at the site as proposed area of construction is existing asphalt.  The 
storm water runoff will be managed by the existing stormwater detention ponds present at the Site.  The 
existing water and sewer facilities are sufficient to support the new additions to the Site.  Fire and police 
protection requirements will be virtually unchanged.  While the existing Fluid Recovery Building will be 
handling combustible fluids, new construction will be fully sprinkled and will comply with Building Code 
requirements.  Refuse disposal from the Facility will be provided by a private hauler.  The facility will have no 
impact on the demand for City schools.











BEN WEITSMAN OF ALBANY- PROPOSED 2500 HP METAL SCHREDDER AND 

DOWNSTREAM PLANT 

300 SMITH BLVD. 

ALBANY, NY 12202 

 

 

Ben Weitsman of Albany, LLC entered into a commercial lease agreement with the Albany Port 
District Commission (APDC) as of January 1, 2013 for 18.18 acres at 300 Smith Boulevard Port of 
Albany, Albany, NY.  Ben Weitsman of Albany, LLC would like the opportunity to expand its 
business within this existing parcel. 

Ben Weitsman of Albany, LLC would expand its operations for the planned construction and 
operation of a metal shredder onto this existing parcel as indicated on the attached site plan 
and drawings.  The proposed use of the expanded facility is to further expand the privately 
owned scrap metal processing operation in the community of Albany and the Port of Albany. 

The successful facility will expand and continue to purchase both ferrous (magnetic) and non-
ferrous (nonmagnetic) scrap from peddlers, nearby dealers and manufacturing plants.  Ferrous 
scrap (i.e. white goods, sheet iron, clean cars (no fluids), wire fencing) will be shipped to 
Owego, NY – Upstate Shredding – for further processing.  While heavier metals (i.e. beams, 
frames, ect.) will be shipped to mills or exported.  Nonferrous grades will be segregated, 
packaged, and shipped from this location.  The addition of the 2500 HP Metal Shredder and 
Downstream Plant would better accommodate and grow volume for the existing facility. 

 

 



SITE DATA-BEN WEITSMAN OF ALBANY 

PROPOSED SHREDDER AND DOWNSTREAM PLANT 

300 SMITH BOULEVARD 

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12202 

 

 

SITE DATA ACRES SQUARE FEET PERCENT % 
Gross Site Area 18.18 791,795 100% 

Impervious Area 12.17 530,300 67% 

Building Coverage 0.79 34,335 4% 

Pavement/Sidewalk Coverage 11.38 495,965 63% 

Pervious Area 6.01 261,495 33% 

 

There are presently 32 parking spaces on the current parcel which only requires 27 per code.  

An additional 28 parking spaces will be added to accommodate the requirements of the 

proposed construction. 



 

 

 

The process of preparing scrap metal and automobiles into finished products that can then be used by steel, aluminum 

or copper mills requires multiple stages and specialized equipment.  For the purpose of this overview, we will separate 

the stages into two distinct sections – ferrous and non-ferrous – and outline the equipment and process used for each 

section.      

Steel represents the most commonly recycled material in the world.  More than 55 million metric tons recycled in the 

U.S. alone in 2012, much of it derived from end of life automobiles so we will use a car as the point of reference for 

explaining the shredding and material preparation process.   

The Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries, Inc. estimates that approximately 72% of every automobile is steel and 28% is 

other material including foam, fabric, glass, plastic, rubber, upholstery and non-ferrous metals such as aluminum, 

copper, brass and stainless steel.  The primary objective for the first stage of processing is to shred a car into smaller 

pieces of steel – typically less than 6” in size – so that it may be properly cleaned to create an acceptable commodity for 

a steel mill.  To accomplish this, the car is placed on a long conveyor which carries the vehicle into the mouth of a 

shredder which is powered by a 2500 HP DC motor.  Using a rotor which spins at speeds in excess of 150 mph within the 

protective structure of the shredding chamber, the car is then broken down into smaller pieces.  These smaller pieces 

then travel via a conveyor to a magnetic cleaning station which, using large magnets, separates the steel from all of the 

other materials.  The steel then continues on conveyors to a final quality control area where manual laborers remove 

any unwanted items.  The finished product or shredded steel is then stored in bins until sold to a steel mill.  

The second stage is dedicated to recovering as much of the non-ferrous metals from the other materials mentioned 

earlier which is also called After Shredder Residue or ASR. The primary goal of this stage is two-fold: create high quality 

commodities and minimize that amount of metal that is lost to the waste stream.  Each piece of equipment used within 

this stage has a very specific function and uses different technology to recover different metals.  The process begins with 

a trommel, which is a long perforated tube that creates individual processing lines with specific size ranges.  Each line 

can process as much as 8 tons of material per hour.  Once the material is sized, it travels on a conveyor to a special 

magnet to remove any remaining ferrous material which can be sold.  The material then travels to an eddy current 

separator (ECS) which is a fast moving conveyor that features a large magnetic field at the end.  Reactive metals such as 

aluminum, copper and brass are all repelled by the magnetic field and collected into a bin.  This mixed metal commodity 

is called ZORBA and is sold worldwide.  The balance of the material which is not recovered by the eddy current separator 

then travels via conveyor to a sensor sorting unit or metal finder.  This equipment uses electromagnetic coils to identify 

any remaining pieces of metal and a burst of compressed air to separate the metal from all other unwanted material.  

The mixed metal concentrate created by this step can then be sold or travel over the same unit again for additional 

cleaning to produce a finished commodity called ZURIK which also is sold worldwide. 
 

 
 



BEN WEITSMAN OF ALBANY-PHOTOS 
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SECTION B - B
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